
September 25, 1973 

Mr. Raymond W. Vowell, Commisaloner 
State Department of Public Welfare 
John Ii. Reegan Building 
Austin, Texas 78701 . 

Open Record8 DecIeIon No. 3 

Dear Mr. Vowell: 

By a letter dated July 9, you conveyed to this office :he 
request Of Mr. Felton West of The Houston Post “to see the.records 
of Artesia Hall and Aston Academy”, and by a letter dated July 
you conveyed the request of Mr. Hal Haralson to have “access to 
the public records pertaInIng to the licensing of Dr. Joseph D. 
Farrar to operate Artesla Hall”. 

The question presented by both your letters Is the scope 2nd 
applIcabIlIty of exception number 3 In Section 3 of House all1 
which excludes from the deflnltlon of public lnfonnatlon the fol- 
lowing: 

“information relating to 1ItIgatIon of a crlmlnal 
or civil nature and settlement negotiations, to 
which the state or political subdlvlslon 18, or 
may be, a party, or to which an Officer or emplojee 
of the state or political subdlvlslon, a8 a con- 
sequence of his office or employment, is or may be 
a party, that the attorney general or the respective 
attorneys of the various polItICa subdlvlslons ha8 
determined should be withheld from public Inrpection;” 

This Issue was posed because of the June 18 letter f*rom Mr. W. 
Woods, Jr., District Attorney of the 75th JudICIal District. 

You advlsed us that the entire files requested were availa3;e 
for inspection by this office. However, In accordance wlt3 t>e 
applicable ?rInclples enunciated In Oplnlon H-90, We requested 
office to revlew the files :n question and make the good raltn 
effort to identify zhe specific documents believed to be not 

’ dieclosacde pursuant to House Bill 6. 
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By a letter of July 31, this office advised you that we had 
“concluded that Mr. Woods did not Intend 
had not the authority - 

- or, If he did Intend, 

spectlon any parts 
to ask you to withhold from pubilc ln- 

of those flies except those portions related 
to the pending criminal charges against Joseph D. Farrar”. There- 
after, you s*nt us records from the Artesla and Aston files unicr. you 
believed were protected from disclosure by exception numer i ar.z 3. 

A rcvlew of those records has led us to agree with :rou tka: 
most of the material you sent does contain information protected 
by the privacy concept discussed In Open Records Declslon No. 2. 
Also, some of the records you sent contained information protecte; 
under exception number 3 as a result of IV. Woods’s letter. 

A few of the documents which you Sent to us we have returne; 
as not, in our opinion, being protected from dlsciosure. ‘ie T.OW 
decide, pursuant to House Nil 6, that YOU shall make those dccu- 
ments available to the 
we decided you were to 

party requesting- them, just as prevlousiy 
make available those portions of the files 

which you reviewed and did not send to us for opinion. 
Sincerely, 

,, 
5 J C&L 
S;af) Legislative Assistant 


